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Capturing 
Akwesasne's 
rich culture 
and vibrant 
Mohawk 
community 
one story at 
a time.

Mission 
Statement

Thank you for your interest in writing for 
Kawenní:ios Magazine. Our team has worked 
diligently to create a magazine that represents 
Akwesasne’s complex and vibrant community.

Akwesasne is widely recognized for excellence 
in Mohawk artistry, language and culture 
preservation, environmental stewardship, as 
well as the growing economy driven by a strong 
entrepreneurial spirit.

Within our pages we emphasize the importance 
of togetherness and embracing our unique gifts, 
while celebrating what we collectively embody 
as a Kanien’kéha community.

I can’t wait to see what you come up with.

Skén:nen/In Peace,

Katelynn Delormier
Kawenní:ios Magazine Editor
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Audience 
Kawenní:ios magazine aims to foster a sense of 
connection and pride among community members 
by showcasing Indigenous artistry, language, culture 
preservation, and environmental stewardship. It 
provides a platform for voices from all backgrounds, 
encouraging contributions from youth, elders, and 
everyone in between. Kawenní:ios seeks to enrich 
readers' knowledge and understanding while promoting 
unity and collective identity. Whether readers are 
looking for news, events, or insights into local life, the 
magazine strives to be a trusted source that reflects the 
spirit of Akwesasne and beyond. 

Word length 
Articles should be approximately 200 - 600 words. 
One-page stories are typically 200 – 350 words, and 
two-page stories are typically 400 – 600 words. Please 
ensure it does not go beyond 600 words.  Articles of 
this length may result in fewer images or formatting 
adjustments.

Content Type
We prefer feature-style articles, which means your 
submission should delve deeply into a topic, offering 
insights and a captivating narrative that tells a story. 
A successful article in this style should not only 
thoroughly explore the subject matter but also convey 
a clear, impactful message to the reader. Additionally, 
we encourage you to include a strong call to action that 
prompts readers to think, feel, or take steps based on 
the information presented. 

This approach allows for engaging content that not 
only informs but also resonates with the audience on a 
personal level, fostering a deeper understanding of the 
topic at hand.
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Spring
First Draft Due: February 1

Final Copy and content Due: March 1

Layout Due: March 10

Sent to Print: March 15

Summer 
First Draft Due: May 1

Final Copy and content Due: June 1

Layout Due: June 10

Sent to Print: June 15

Fall
First Draft Due: August 1

Final Copy and content Due: September 1

Layout Due: September 10

Sent to Print: September 15

Winter 
First Draft Due: November 1

Final Copy and content Due: December 1

Layout Due: December 10

Sent to Print: December 15

Production Timeline

General Rules
Timelines and Relevance
Timelines and relevance are key factors in content 
selection. Please keep in mind the seasonal themes and 
key events that might be relevant to the time of year. 
For example:

Spring: Topics that align with the season include 
renewal, outdoor activities, nature, and cultural events 
connected to spring traditions.

Summer: Features that cater to warmer months might 
cover water and outdoor sports, culturally significant 
natural resources, or upcoming community events.

Fall: Content that embraces the autumn season can 
include themes like harvesting, fashion, the changing of 
the seasons, and upcoming holidays.

Winter: Topics well-suited for colder months may focus 
on holidays, winter weather, end-of-year preparations, or 
relevant upcoming events. 

Information and Fact Checking  
If you are writing a fact-based article where the 
information provided is the primary focus of the piece, 
it is imperative that the information is not only correct 
but also up-to-date. Accuracy is crucial. Readers depend 
on the content to be reliable and to reflect the current 
state of knowledge on the topic. Outdated or incorrect 
information can lead to misunderstandings and may 
undermine the credibility of both the article and the 
author. Therefore, it is essential to conduct thorough 
research, double-check facts against reputable sources, 
and ensure that any statistics, findings, or claims are 
the most recent available. This commitment to accuracy 
helps to foster trust with your audience and reinforces 
the overall value of the article. 
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AP Style 
The Associated Press Stylebook serves as the 
authoritative style guide for the Associated Press, a 
well-established not-for-profit news agency founded 
in 1846. This guide is widely adopted by news 
organizations, magazines, and online publications, 
helping to ensure consistency in language and 
formatting across different mediums. Many brands also 
refer to the AP Stylebook as a foundation for creating 
their own style guides, tailoring the rules to fit their 
specific communication needs.

Kawenní:ios magazine adheres to the guidelines set 
forth by the AP Stylebook to maintain high standards 
in our writing. By following AP's established practices, 
we align our content with industry standards, ultimately 
enhancing the overall quality and reliability of our 
journalistic efforts. Below are examples of AP practices 
to keep in mind when writing for Kawenní:ios. 

Ages
For ages, always use figures. If the age is used as an 
adjective or as a substitute for a noun, then it should be 
hyphenated. Don’t use apostrophes when describing an 
age range. 

Examples: A 21-year-old student. The student is 21 
years old. The girl, 8, has a brother, 11. The contest is 
for 18-year-olds. He is in his 20s.

People’s Names 
Use their first and last name on first mention. Then, use 
only their last name on subsequent mentions. 
Example: David Johnson is a professional running back. 
Johnson plays for the Arizona Cardinals.

AP Guidelines, Spelling, and 
Grammatical Rules 

Dates and times 
Dates: Follow this format: Monday (day), July 1 (month + 
date), 2018 (year). 

Times: Omit colons for times on the hour. 
Example: 3 p.m., not 8:30 a.m. 

Days: Omit st., th., rd., and th. 
Example: July 1, not July 1st. 

Years: Use numerals rather than spelling them out. 
Example: 2018, not twenty-eighteen. 

Other Considerations for Dates and Times: a.m. and p.m. 
should use periods and lower-case letters. 
Never say “yesterday.” Use the day of the week instead.

Acronyms for Organizations 
Examples: FBI, NASA, IRS, NFL, MLB, NHL, FIFA. 
For organizations, spell it out on first mention, then use 
abbreviations for subsequent mentions. 
Use your best judgment. If people are unlikely to 
understand an abbreviation, then don’t use it.

Abbreviations for Formal Titles: Make sure your writing 
respects people’s formal titles. Some examples include 
political and medical titles. 
Political titles should be abbreviated before full names 
outside of direct quotes. 

Example: Sen. Heidi Heitkamp, Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, Rep. John Lewis. 
Medical titles follow a similar format: 
Example: Dr. Michaela Quinn.

Numbers 
Spell out numbers one through nine, and use digits 
for numbers 10 and higher. The following exceptions, 
however, should always use digits: 
•   Addresses  
•   Ages 
•   Monetary values
•   Dates and times
•   Sizes and dimensions
•   Percents
•   Speeds
•   Temperatures

Percentages: Always use the whole word “percent.” The 
% sign shouldn’t be used.

Sentences Starting with Years: Avoid starting sentences 
with a number, unless referencing a year. 

Sizes, Dimensions, and Distances
Sizes and dimensions should use numerals and spell out 
units of measurement. The same goes for distances. 

Examples: The party sandwich was 10 feet long. The 
delivery driver traveled 12 miles during harsh weather. 

Punctuation
Use a single space after a period. 
Commas should go inside quotation mark.

Serial Commas: In AP style, commas are not included 
before conjunctions. However, they should be used to 
separate each item in a list. 

Example: I ate a hot dog, pizza slice, burger, and an 
entire pie.

Using Periods: Lean toward using periods in 
abbreviations.

Examples: U.N., M.A., U.S.A. 

Singular Nouns Ending in S: When proper nouns end 
in an S, add an apostrophe at the end. Example: Sally 
Jones’ red stapler has been stolen.

Using Hyphens 
Use hyphens to connect words in compound adjectives. 
Example: The larger-than-life performer juggled swords.

Formatting Quotes and Quotations 
Periods and commas always go within quotation marks. 
Use single quotations for quotes within quotes. 
Example: “The candy truck spilled all over the highway,” 
said the driver. “It’s a real ‘sticky situation’ on I-94.”

References and Citations
When referencing another person's work in articles, 
always keep the original wording intact. According to 
AP guidelines, in journalism, you must name any sources 
used, but in-text citations or a reference list are not 
required.

Example: "According to police records, the suspect had 
been arrested for fraud before."

References generated by artificial intelligence (AI): 
AI is not a substitute for journalism in any way. Using 
AI-generated content is not suggested when writing for 
Kawenní:ios. If an author chooses to use AI- generated 
content, since AI output is not retrievable by others and 
does not involve a human communicator, any citations 
should credit th e algorithm's author.

Example: Text generated by ChatGPT (OpenAI)

Titles 
Books, Movies, and Song Titles: Use quotation marks 
rather than italics. This goes against what likely feels 
right, and how you’d normally format them, but those 
are the rules. 

Examples: J.K. Rowling is the author of “Harry Potter 
and the Sorcerer's Stone.”

Newspaper, Magazine, and Website Titles:
Use capitalization but no quotation marks or italics. 
This blog post uses italics to highlight examples, so the 
publication names below have been rendered in normal 
paragraph text. 

Examples: The Guardian is a well-respected 
newspaper. Wired is a popular magazine for tech 
enthusiasts. 

Other Considerations 
Capitalize formal titles before people’s names. 
Do not capitalize job titles before names. 
Use quotation marks for titles of books, movies, 
albums, and TV shows.



Cover page
Masthead Placement: 
Poppins Black, 75pt 
Feature Headline Style: 
Poppins Bold, 28pt

Page setup
Page Size: 8.5 x 11
Facing Pages
Margins: 1/2in 
Bleed: .125in
Columns: 2 - 3 (if needed, 
Gutter: 0.1667 in)
Page Numbers: PT Sans 12pt

Magazine Length 
36 – 40 pages

Formatting

Typography
Headlines:
Font:  Poppins Bold 
Size: 30 – 45pt
Subheadings (if needed):
Font: Poppins Bold
Size: 18 – 14pt
Body Text:
Font: PT Sans
Size: 9 – 12pt
Line Spacing: 12 – 14pt
Captions / Contributions: 
Font: PT Sans
Size: 9 – 11pt
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Imagery and Design
Color
Primary Color: SRMT Purple 

Accent Color(s): Sampled colors 

from featured photos or any of 

the secondary SRMT colors 

Text Color: Black

Artwork/Photography 
Resolution: 300 DPI

Must include Contributions and Captions

Superscripts and Em Dashes 
Superscripts (InDesign) - Highlight Characters > Character Window > 
Options > Superscript (or alt + shift =)
Em Dash (InDesign) – Place cursor > Tyle > Insert special characters > 
Hyphens and Dashes > Em Dash (or alt + shift + -) 
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Layout Examples
Table of contents and Chief’s Note ADs

Two Page Spread Two Story Spread 



Saint Regis Mohawk Tribe
71 Margaret Terrance Memorial Way, Akwesasne, NY 13655

Ska’tne ionkwaio’te ón:wa wenhniserá:te ne sén:ha aioianerénhake ne enióhrhen’ne
Working Together Today to Build a Better Tomorrow  

www.srmt-nsn.gov

Want to have your story, photo, or 
artwork featured in Kawenní:ios? 

Email communications@srmt-nsn.gov 
to submit your content.


