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Location
Location
Location
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Photo taken in 2024 from the Solomon Cook Site near the mouth of the Raquette 
River, facing northeast onto the St. Lawrence River. 
Cornwall Island is located behind the freight ship. 
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Stage 3 – Field crew opening up additional Test Units to uncover the structure



Akwesasne: 
Emerging Evidence of
Early Post-Contact Trade
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Shovel Test Pits (STPs)

New York vs. Ontario 
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Our first clue of
a trading site:

A Silver Pin
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Silver Trade Pin (c. 1750-1800) – Stage 1B (TR 42 – STP 18 – Level 1) 



Joseph Brant 
Thayendanegea 
(1743–1807) 

George Romney’s 1776 portrait of 
Thayendanegea (Joseph Brant). 

Courtesy: National Gallery of Canada

11



Silver Pins & Gorget
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Metal Gorget
Test Unit 48 – Level 6 (50-60 cm)
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Clue #2
Muskrats* & Beavers

*If you have ever eaten
or trapped Muskrat,
please see me.  
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First Evidence of a Feature
Stage 1B – TR 42 - STP 17.5
*white circle

First Evidence of a Structure
Stage 2 – Test Unit 7 – Level 4
*yellow perimeter
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WEST LOCUS
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West Wall Profile of Test Unit 49 – Evidence of angled plow scars (West) 
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FASHION 
in Akwesasne 

c. 1750-1850

Evidence from the Solomon Cook Site
Akwesasne Cultural Center
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French and Indian War
(Seven Years' War), 
1754–63
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Red Earthenware, Grey Glaze, Green "Splotches" Vessel Base (c. 1760) Test Unit 43 – Level 5.
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Flow-Blue Transfer Print Whiteware 
plate sherds – “Gotha J.H.” mark - 
1845-1867 (TU 47 – Level 6)
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French (yellow) and British (gray-brown) gunflint fragments – TU 47 – Level 6
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Crochet Hook 
(bone)
 
Test Unit 47 
Level 4 (30-40 cm)

Some things don’t change.

*Currently not available. Sent to lab to determine bone species.

Question: What animal bone was used to make this crochet? 
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Lice Comb 
(wood) 

Test Unit 50 
Level 3 (20-30 cm)

Note: Currently, the only artifact with a marking “X” 
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What is this object?

A) A bullet cap used in early firearms

B) A sewing thimble used to protect 
fingers while sewing and stitching

C) A small candle holder for ceremonies

D) A trade bead container used by fur 
traders

Thimble (metal) (TU 48 – Level 5) 
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Buttons 
Test Unit 47 
Level 6 (50-60 cm)

Can you guess what material each 
button is made of? 

Match the following: 
• Shell
• Glass
• Bone
• Copper
• Brass
• Steel 
• NOTE 1: NO PLASTIC!
• NOTE 2: One repeats
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Glass Beads

Small

Smaller

Smallest

Multi-faceted blue glass bead (Wlc10) 
 c. 1800-1850

White glass bead (Lla11) 
c. 1750

(TU 48 – Level 4)

Turquoise glass micro bead
c. 1750

*NOTE: It fits inside the other beads!

(TU 43 – Level 5) 
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“European materials are sometimes

repurposed & adapted 

through a Haudenosaunee cultural framework.” 
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Retouched 19th-century olive-green bottle glass. Length = 3 cm (TU 55 – Level 3)
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Black Shale Pendant
Test Unit 48 – Level 5 (40-50 cm)

Early Contact or Pre-Contact?
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TU 43 – Level 4

A Cultural Bias

What do you see?  
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Kaolin pipe stem, sinew and bark(?) – TU 43 – Level 4

*NOTE: Too fragile for public display

Repurposing: 

Pipe Stems 
as beads
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Possible 
Beads?

Pipe bowl and 
contents, with a 
variety of pipe stems. 
(Kaolin clay)

*Some stems may
also be beads.

c. 1800

(TU 47 – Level 6) 

BONUS #
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WEST LOCUS
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50Repurposed pottery into a gaming disk  (TU 26 – Level 4) 



51



52

The carbonized stalk end of a corn cob (TU 39 – Feature 1 – Level 5)
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Carbonized organic matter and corn kernel (TU 25 – Feature 1 – Level 5)
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Evidence of Beluga Whales
10,000 BP
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Cornwall

Potsdam
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1996

Solomon Cook
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EXTRA SLIDES

61



62



63



64



65



66

It’s all about the shoes!  

Test Unit 43 
Level 3 (20-30 cm)
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Feature 1:

Outline of semi-subterranean 
structure below the plow zone. 

Square = 1 by 1 meter
Level = 40 cm
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